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Ground Water Resources 

Commission Meeting 
Thursday, March 5, 2009 

 



DNR Office of  Conservation 2 

Duties of the Commission 
1. Review and approve or reject challenged orders placing restrictions 

on water wells issued by the Commissioner of Conservation - No 
orders challenged   
 

2. Review  and comment on rules and regulations proposed by the 
Commissioner of Conservation – Opportunity for review and comment 
provided 
 

3. Develop a statewide ground water resource management program. 
The commission must also hold public hearings and consult with local 
governmental entities in the development of the program - Ongoing 
 

4. Review the contingency plan developed by the Commissioner of 
Conservation to respond to a ground water emergency – Emergencies 
currently managed thru rules and orders 
 

5. Direct the Commissioner of Conservation to promulgate rules and 
regulations for the appointment or designation of up to five regional 
bodies based on the general location of major aquifer systems and 
water sources of the state to be composed of local stakeholders who 
are representative of current users – In development by direction of 
the commission  
 

6. Attend all public meetings called by the Commissioner of 
Conservation - Ongoing 
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Duties of the Commissioner 
1. Require registration of all new water wells by water well owners – Ongoing 

 

2. Review the well information submitted with the notices of intent within thirty days of 
their receipt and upon review the Commissioner may either issue an order to the 
owner placing restrictions on the well or requesting additional information or allow 
the well to be drilled as proposed – Ongoing  
 

3. Determine areas of ground water concern and designate critical areas of ground 
water concern in accordance with R.S. 38:3097.6 – Order No. AGC-1-05 issued 
 

4. Collect data with respect to water wells and water resources - Ongoing 
 

5. Continue development of a statewide ground water resources  management 
program – Ongoing 
 

6. Develop a contingency plan to respond to a ground water emergency that gives 
ground water needed for human consumption the highest priority – Emergencies 
currently managed thru rules and orders 
 

7. Authorize the use of drought relief wells for agricultural use in times of drought 
upon a determination that sufficient water resources are otherwise not available - 
Authorized 
 

8. Enter into interagency agreements and interstate compacts in order to manage 
ground water resources – Agreements with multiple agencies for data sharing 

 

9. Enforce the Louisiana Ground Water Management Law thru issuance of compliance 
orders and civil penalties - Ongoing  
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1. Report Objective: 

 To provide the Ground Water Resources Commission with 

current vital statistics on the Office of Conservation’s oversight 

of ground water use in Louisiana. 
 

2. Contents: 

a. Ground Water Resources Program Performance Indicator 

b. DNR Water Well Registration Statistics 

c. Sparta AGC Water Use Statistics 

d. Enforcement Activity 
 

3. Status: 

 Anticipated Completion – April 2009 

 

Commissioner’s Report 
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Enforcement Activity 

ACT 581 of 2008 Legislative Session  
 

1. Effective August 15, 2008 

 

2. Commissioner’s Authority 

a. Issue Compliance Orders 

b. Assess Civil Penalties 

 

3. Implementation 

a. Compliance Audits 

b. Water Well Notification Review 

c. Complaint Investigation 
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Compliance Audits 

August 28, 2008 

157 Compliance Orders and             

36 Notices of Violation were issued 

to various water well owners for 

failure to comply with Office of 

Conservation regulations or order of 

the Commissioner.  

September 18, 2008 
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Compliance Audits  
Enforcement Actions 

1. Sparta Aquifer AGCs 

a. DNR Well Registration Violations 

– 24 Notices of Violation Issued 

b. Monthly Water Use Reporting Violations 

– 65 Compliance Orders Issued 

– 120 Water Wells 
 

2. Haynesville Shale Natural Gas Producers 

a. Ongoing Weekly Operations Activity Update 

– 12 Notices of Violation 

– 15 Compliance Orders Issued 
 

3. Carrizo – Wilcox / Haynesville Shale Area 

a. Caddo, Bossier, DeSoto & Red River Parishes 

b. Caddo Parish 

– 77 Compliance Orders Issued 

– 362 Unregistered Water Wells 

c. Other Parishes Near Complete 

7 
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Water Well Notification Review / Complaint 

Investigation Enforcement Actions 

1.Water Well Notification Review 

a. DNR Well Registration Violations 

– 14 Notices of Violation Issued 

– 1 Compliance Order Issued 

 

2.Complaint Investigation 

a. 2 Notices of Violation Issued 
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Haynesville Shale Update 
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Haynesville Shale  

Agency Action 
August 6, 2008 (August 21, 2008) - Drilling Rig Supply / Frac Water Supply Well Memo Issued to Operators 

August 14, 2008 - Caddo Parish Commission Meeting on Carrizo – Wilcox aquifer 

On August 15, 2008 - ACT 581 of 2008 Effective 

August 28, 2008 - Chesapeake Keithville Wells Notice of Violation Issued 

September 2008 -USGS Haynesville Shale Water Level Data DNR GIS Database Entry 

September 17, 2008 -Keatchie Water Systems, Inc. Notice of Violation Issued 

September 18, 2008 - Compliance Order No. ENV 2008-GW001 Issued to Chesapeake 

October 2008 - Environmental Division Develops / Implements Complaint Tracking Database 

October 16, 2008 - Ground Water Resources Water Well Notification Form / Instruction Revised 

October 16, 2008 - Ground Water Use Advisory Posted for Carrizo – Wilcox Aquifer 

November 2008 - Ongoing Haynesville Shale Operator Compliance Audit / Enforcement Action Initiated 

November 2008 - Haynesville Shale Operator Water Use Phone Survey Began 

November 2008 - Sparta Aquifer Water Production Reporting Compliance Audit & QA/QC 

November 17, 2008- Environmental Division O&G E&P Operator Single Point of Contact Established 

November 20, 2008 - Proposed Ground Water Management Requirements (LAC 43:VI) Published 

December 1, 2008 - DNR / DOTD Secretaries, Commissioner and Agency Staff Meet 

December 29, 2008 - Public Hearing on Proposed Ground Water Management Requirements Amendment 

January 12, 2009 - Ground Water Use Public Awareness Notification Issued 

January 19, 2009 - Bossier, Caddo, DeSoto & R.River Parish Water Well Owner Registration Compliance  

             Audit Initiated 

February 2009 - DNR Haynesville Shale Operator Water Use Phone Survey Complete 

February 20, 2009 - Ground Water Management Requirements (LAC 43:VI) Finalized and Published in  

               Register  
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Haynesville Shale 

Ground Water Complaint / Inquiry Tracking 
• Declining Trend Since August 08 

• No Complaints Received in 09 

 

Complaints/Inquiries by Month
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1. Office of Conservation 

Operator Water Use Phone 

Survey  

a. 26 Operators 

b. 10 Ground Water Sources 

c.   3 Surface Water Sources 

d.   9 Multiple Water Source 

e.   3 TBD or Unknown 

 

2. LA Oil and Gas Association  

a. Water Use Assessment 

– Tentative March 2009 

Haynesville Shale Water Use 

Drilling and Completion Activities 
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The Commissioner of Conservation encourages any water well 

owners, E&P operators, or other interested parties to contact 

our agency staff at 225-342-8244 with any questions regarding 

this matter.   

January 12, 2009 

1. Fall / Winter 2008 

a. Complaints / Inquiries 

Received 

b. 2 Field Investigations 

Conducted 

 

2. January 12, 2009 

a. Public Awareness Notice 

Distributed to Northwest 

Louisiana Local and State 

Authorities 

b. 2 Inquiries Received To Date 

Haynesville Shale 

Public Awareness Notification 
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Haynesville Shale Summary 
 

Office of Conservation Continued Plan of Action: 
 

1. Complete Area Water Well Registration Compliance Audits 

 

2. Issue Enforcement Actions As Deemed Necessary  

 

3. Provide Prompt Responses to Complaints  / Inquiries 

 

4. Track Complaints / Inquiries and Assess Trends 

 

5. Conduct Field Investigations As Deemed Necessary 

 

6. Work With Other Local, State and Federal Authorities 
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Task Force Update 

• Membership Affirmation 
Requests 

– 44 of 49 
Organizations 
Provided Written 
Responses 

 

– Phone Contact for 5 
Remaining 
Organizations 
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Ground Water Proposed  

Rule Amendment - Update 
1. Public Hearing 

December 29, 2008 

 

2. Comment Period 
January 5, 2009 

 

3. Final Rule Notice 
Interested Parties / Legislature 

 

4. Final Rule Publication 
February 20, 2009 
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Drought Relief Water Well 

Notification Guidance Statement 

1. Establishes Statewide Drought Relief Water Well 
Notification Policy by Order of the Commissioner 

 

a. Agricultural Water Well Owners 

b. Effective February 20, 2009 
 

2. Commissioner’s Order 
 

a. Conditionally & Temporarily Exempts Prior Notification 
during Drought Conditions  

b. Requires Notification Within 60 Days After Installation 

c. Requires Post Drought Well Status Update 

d. Requires Post Drought - Prior Use Evaluation 
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Education / Outreach 
1. DNR Water Well Driller 

Assistance Request 

a. 375 DOTD Certified Water 

Well Drillers 

 

2. Organization Outreach 

a. LA Municipal Association 

b. Rural Water Association  

c. Police Jury Association  
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Questions? 


