
PREFACE:  The Sparta Groundwater Conservation District Commission does not have a 
legislatively enacted revenue stream, but rather relies on the voluntary contributions of interested 
parties; therefore, it has no personnel resources with which to comply with the mandates of Act 
425.  This May 2018 Compliance Report was compiled and drafted by volunteer Commissioners 
and thus may have data omissions or not be as comprehensive as Act 425 requires. 
 

                               May 2018 Act 425 Compliance Report 
                                                                                      From the 

            SPARTA GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 
Decades-long declining Sparta Aquifer water levels led the Louisiana Legislature, in 1999, to 
establish the Sparta Groundwater Conservation District Commission.  The Commission’s mission 
statement states:  The guiding purpose and primary objective of the Sparta Groundwater 
Conservation District Commission is to conserve, protect, restore, and maintain the Sparta 
Formation Aquifer as a continuing source of high quality, potable water for current and future 
consumers by promoting conservation measures and the development of alternate sources of 
fresh water, pursuant to the authority and responsibility granted by the State of Louisiana.  
 
The Commission has one part-time paid associate.  Although we have revised her duties and now 
she is the executive director, her contract with the Sparta Commission is paid with funds 
contributed by supporters for preservation of the Sparta.  2017 was the seventh consecutive year 
in which the Groundwater Commission has obtained funding for WaterFest Conservation 
Awareness Programs. These WaterFests are the prime focus toward accomplishing our mission of 
promoting conservation measures 
 
It is the goal of the Commission to teach water conservation to each fifth grader within the 
Commission’s service area.  For a school district to participate in such an activity, a significant 
commitment on the part of the school is required.  The school district allows the children to be 
dismissed from a regular day of class and assumes the responsibility of transporting the children 
to and from a location suitable for staging such an event.   
 

A. Members of the Sparta Groundwater Commission are as follows: 
Tammy Singleton (Bienville)     Dwayne R. Woodard (Claiborne)  
W. Lynn Treadway (Jackson)    Lindsey Vincent (Lincoln)  
Hon. Samuel Little (Morehouse)   Jack Clampit (Ouachita) 
Jerry Taylor (Union)     Nick Cox (Webster) 
Mike Carpenter (Winn)    TBA (Rotating (Caldwell)     
TBA (Arcadia)      TBA (Homer) 
Devin Flowers (Jonesboro)    Rick Buckner (Minden)    
Zack Spivey (Ruston)     Terry Emory (W. Monroe)   
Ann Marie Anderson (Agriculture)   Charles Hughes (Wood Products) 
Jackie Perritt (Other Industries) 

 
Bossier, Caddo, Caldwell, LaSalle, Natchitoches, Richland and Sabine Parishes have a 
commissioner serving a one year term on a rotating basis.  This position has been filled 



infrequently because of delays in nominating and appointing a commissioner for the 
rotating seats. 

 
B. The Commission did meet twice during the reporting period as required by law.  The 

executive committee met once. The minutes of these meetings are included in appendix 1.   
 

C. During the six month period July 2017 through December 2017 the Sparta Groundwater 
Commission applied for and received a U.S. Forestry Service Grant to the Sparta 
Foundation to assist in funding the WaterFest program. 
 

D. The Sparta Groundwater Commission has no funding to contract for saltwater intrusion 
into the aquifer.  No such information is available for the six months period covered by this 
report.  The Sparta Groundwater commission has no funding to contract for scientific 
investigations.  No investigations have been funded or completed during the period covered 
by this report.  Other agencies have ongoing projects to replace or supplement water 
withdrawn from the Sparta.   

a. The Union Lincoln Initiative is a project funded by grants and Ruston, Lincoln 
Parish, Farmerville and Union Parish to establish a water treatment plant on Lake 
D’arbonne to supply water in Phase 1 to Union Parish and in Phase 2 to Lincoln 
Parish.  The Union-Lincoln Initiative could supply around 6 million gallons per 
day.  The project is on hold awaiting a funding mechanism 

b. A project in the Webster-Minden area is being considered.  The project concept is 
to 1) clean and expand pits where sand has been excavate.  The idea is to enhance 
Sparta recharge and to 2) build as series of lakes on Dorcheat to provide water 
supply for Bossier Parish and towns within Bossier Parish.  No work has been done 
to date as the project is still in the conceptual stage. 

c. The Ouachita Parish Sewer District has the capability to provide around 1.5 million 
gallons per day to be treated for use as industrial water.  The Ouachita Parish Police 
Jury is seeking state funds for this project. 

d. The City of Ruston discharges around 3 million gallons per day in treated effluent 
from the City’s sewer treatment plan.  The concept is to construct a pipeline to an 
industry and treat the water for industrial use.  No funds have been expended.  This 
project is still in the conceptual stage. 

 
E. The Sparta Groundwater Commission does not have the authority or resources to collect 

data on the volume of out of state sales by entities located within the State of Louisiana. 
The Sparta Aquifer is extensive.  It underlies parts of Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas and 
Tennessee. The Sparta is a major source of water for Eldorado and Union County, Arkansas 
 
F. As stated in the above PREFACE, the Sparta Groundwater Conservation District 

Commission did not collect any data on the amount of water used for residential, 
commercial or industrial or agricultural purposes during the period January 2017 through 
June 2017 as required by Act 425.  The Sparta Groundwater Commission has neither the 
staff nor financial assets required to collect this data. Some of the data required by this 

act is collected by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Conservation 
Commission under Order AGC-1-05 dated August 15, 2005.  
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