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Update from Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA) 
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 Projects submitted by CPRA Board to Gulf Coast Ecosystem 

Restoration Council for consideration under the Council-Selected 

Restoration Component of the RESTORE Act 

 

 Golden Triangle March Creation Project 

 

 Mississippi River Reintroduction into Maurepas Swamp Project 

 

 Biloxi Marsh Living Shoreline Project 

 

 West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization Project 

 

 Lower Mississippi River Management Program 

 

 Fact sheets and Project Proposals available at: http://coastal.la.gov/oil-spill-

content/oil-spill-overview/restore-act/ 
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Update from Dept. of Agriculture & Forestry 
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 Southeast Arkansas/Northeast Louisiana Boeuf-Tensas Feasibility Study 
 

 Study for a project to introduce Arkansas River water into Bayou Bartholomew and 

Deep Bayou for ecosystem restoration and agricultural water supply 

 

 Conducted by Vicksburg Dist. US Army Corps of Engineers and Arkansas Boeuf-

Tensas Regional Water Distribution Dist. 

 

 La. Soil and Water Conservation Districts in the region are contributing $150,000 to 

the study through a newly formed Northeast La. Surface Water Mgmt. Committee 

 

 Recent concerns over stream degradation, drought, and saltwater intrusion into local 

aquifers, all of which threaten important sources of irrigation supply 

 

 Northeast La. annually has over 1.5 million acres in crops that produce an annual 

gross farm value of nearly $1.5 billion dollars 

 

 



Update from Office of Conservation 
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Review of Groundwater Management Process 

 

 Important for Lake Charles and Southwest Louisiana because of:  

 

 Projected increase in industrial development – “The $73 billion in announced industrial 

projects for southwest Louisiana far exceeds the capital investment cities like Dallas, 

Atlanta and Baton Rouge are expecting over the next five years.” Baton Rouge 

Business Report, 9/25/14 

 

 Expected population growth - “Over the next year, Lake Charles expects a jump from 

about 6,500 new workers in August 2014 to 10,000-plus in August 2015,”with an 

expected total of 25,000 temp workers and some 20,000 permanent ones. Baton 

Rouge Business Report, 9/25/14 

 

 OC already fielding calls regarding water sourcing in the area 



Update from Office of Conservation 
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Review of Groundwater Management Process  

 

 Office of Conservation (OC) vested by law with wide authority to 

regulate groundwater withdrawals in state 

 

 Installation of most water wells requires 60-day prior notification   

 

 OC conducts evaluation of proposed withdrawals and potential impacts 

within an Area of Review 

 

 Action/No Action Required 

 
 

 

  

 

 



Evaluation of Withdrawals –Use of DNR SONRIS/GIS  

(Ex. ABC Farms #1, Jeff Davis Parish) 
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 Evaluation Criteria 
 

 Adverse impact on 
neighboring wells 

 

 Water quality, 
including known 
environmental 
contamination 

 

 Saltwater 
encroachment 

 

 Known water level 
decline and/or 
subsidence 



Evaluation of Withdrawals – Registered Wells in Area of Review  

(Ex. ABC Farms #1, Jeff Davis Parish) 
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 Area of Review 

 
 In this example, 1/4 mile 

buffer around proposed 
irrigation well 

 



Evaluation of Withdrawals –  

Utilization of DNR/USGS Expanded Statewide Monitoring Network 
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http://la.water.usgs.gov/  

Go to WaterWatch Tab, 

Click “Groundwater” 

 Value Added by 
Network: 

 

 Up-to-date information 

 

 Greater well density (532 
total across state) 

 

 More comprehensive 
statewide coverage 

 

 New potentiometric maps  



Evaluation of Withdrawals – DNR/USGS Expanded Statewide Monitoring 

Network (Ex. from Jeff Davis Parish) 
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http://groundwaterwatch.usgs

.gov/statemap.asp?sc=22&sa

=LA 

Symbol key provides 

measurement 

schedule (quarterly, 

continuous, etc.) 

Color key provides relative water 

level  (compared to previous 

readings) – Low to High 

Many wells not yet rated (dark gray) 

– not enough comparative data 

points 



Evaluation of Withdrawals – DNR/USGS Expanded Statewide Monitoring 

Network (Ex. from Jeff Davis Parish) 
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http://groundwaterwatch.us

gs.gov/countymap.asp?sa=

LA&cc=053 

Individual Parish 

Page – Jeff Davis 

Parish, showing all 

local monitor wells 

within USGS 

network 



Evaluation of Withdrawals – DNR/USGS Expanded Statewide Monitoring 

Network (Ex. from Jeff Davis Parish) 
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http://groundwaterwatch.usgs.g

ov/AWLSites.asp?S=30135509

2463001&ncd= 

Individual well history page, 

showing measurements and 

records 

 



Evaluation of Withdrawals – DNR/USGS Expanded Statewide Monitoring 

Network (Ex. from Jeff Davis Parish) 
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Individual well history page, 

showing measurements and 

records (contd.) 

 

Showing 70 plus year 

water level trend  

(an exceptionally robust 

record)  

 



Evaluation of Withdrawals –  

Utilization of USGS Parish and Aquifer/Basin Water Use 
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http://la.water.usgs.gov/WaterUse/default.asp 



Evaluation of Withdrawals – USGS Parish and Aquifer/Basin Water Use 

(Ex. Chicot Aquifer/Jeff Davis Parish) 
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 Value Added 
 Up-to-date trends in 

basin and parish water 

use 



Action/No Action by Office of Conservation on Withdrawals  

(Ex. “No Action” Letter, Calcasieu Parish) 
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 No action necessary 

 

 Restrict/limit withdrawals 

 

 Require spacing safeguards 

 

 Alternative source studies 

 

 Require additional 
information (monitoring for 
water level and quality) 

 

 Implement “triggers” for 
management 

 

 Develop mitigation plan 



Action/No Action by Office of Conservation on Withdrawals  

(Ex. “Action” Letter, Lincoln Parish) 
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Recent Enforcement Actions on Water Well Notification and Registration 
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 Since 7/1/2014 

 

 Reorganization of section 

to streamline efficiency 

 

 43 compliance orders 

issued to water well 

drillers, 5 to water well 

owners 

 

 51 notices of violation to 

submit prior notification 

 

 



Contact Information 
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Gary Snellgrove 

Environmental Division Director 

Louisiana Office of Conservation 

Phone: (225) 342-7222 

Email: gary.snellgrove@la.gov 

 

mailto:gary.snellgrove@la.gov

